
The Jesus Christ Church of Later
Day Saints invited CASA to
participate in their annual Giving
Machine over the Christmas
holidays. Supporters were able to
assist our children with school
supplies, teen hygiene items,
sports equipment, clothing and
Christmas gifts. The children we
serve are usually removed from
their homes without these items
and may be placed with relatives
on fixed incomes, leaving the
children with multiple tangible
needs. These items not only fulfill
an immediate need, but help
youth feel valued and on equal
footing with peers. It isn’t unusual
for foster children to go to school
in clothing that are then washed
and worn again the next day. A
second outfit can make a life-
changing difference.  

Exectuive Director, Mary Jo
Burgess, had the opportunity to
speak with KETK about how
CASA is maintaining quaility
service to our children, despite
the rising costs of travel. Scan
below or click here to view the
interview. 
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Last summer, a young boy in foster
care was able to move in with his
uncle in Dallas, providing him with
the stability and family connection
he needed. While his uncle was
committed to giving him a safe
and loving home, the transition
came with financial challenges as
they waited for support benefits to
begin. As the new school year
approached, his uncle worked hard
to gather the supplies his nephew
would need for a successful start.
Thanks to the generosity of our
community supporters, his CASA
was able to pick up a spider-man
backpack along with other
essential school supplies and travel
to Dallas to deliver them
personally. The young boy was
excited to begin the school year
with confidence, and his uncle was
deeply grateful to see his nephew
equipped and ready for this new
chapter. Because of donors like
you, CASA volunteers are able to
meet children's needs in
meaningful ways.

https://www.ketk.com/news/local-news/higher-gas-prices-impacting-nonprofits-that-rely-on-traveling/
http://www.casaforkidsofet.org/
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KIDS HELPING KIDS
Six schools participated in our annual Coins
for Kids Campaign this year. A giant shout out
to Chapel Hill Jr. High for being crowned as
this year’s CHAMPION and for receiving the
2026 Youth Leadership Award. This campaign
helps student learn about foster care and gives
kids an opportunity to help other kids. We
hope that with more knowledge about foster
care comes more understanding and
tolerance, and less bullying of foster youth.

Step up to the plate for CASA for Kids of East
Texas’s biggest fundraiser of the year: One
Team One Dream! 
This year, we are bringing the spirit of classic
America’s pastime to life with a vintage
baseball-themed celebration that’s sure to
knock it out of the park. Grab your jerseys,
pennants, and ball caps, and join us for an
unforgettable evening supporting local
children in foster care. Expect great food,
music, activities, prizes, kid-friendly zones,
and plenty of nostalgic ballpark charm along
the way. 
You can purchase your tickets and
sponsorships at www.tylercasa.com. 

Date: October 20 , 2026th

Time: 5:30-7:30pm
Location: 3616 West Way St, Tyler, TX 75703

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
MARY JO BURGESS

At CASA for Kids of East Texas, every dollar donated represents
something far greater than a financial contribution. Your gift
represents hope, support, and a brighter future for a child who
has experienced abuse or neglect.
Thanks to the generosity of our donors, CASA is able to recruit,
train, and support volunteer advocates who stand beside children
navigating the foster care system. These volunteers serve as the
eyes and ears of the court, ensuring that each child's unique
needs, circumstances, and best interests are heard and
considered throughout their case.
Your support helps fund volunteer recruiting and training,
criminal background screenings, continuing education, staff
support, travel to see children, and more. Simply put, your gifts
make it possible for CASA to provide the dedicated advocacy
that children deserve.
This year, the need for CASA's services has grown significantly.
Through the first five months of 2026, CASA for Kids of East
Texas has served 12% more children than during the same
period last year. Sadly, this increase reflects a difficult reality:
more children in our communities have experienced abuse or
neglect and have entered the child welfare system. These
numbers represent individual children, each with unique needs
and circumstances. Children who need CASA to identify those
needs and advocate for their best interests. Because of your
support, that’s what CASA does. 
As the number of children needing advocacy continues to rise, so
does our commitment to each child. Thank you for investing in
the children of East Texas. Whether you have given your time,
your financial support, or both, you are helping make life-
changing differences.

http://www.casaforkidsofet.org/
http://www.tylercasa.com/


MONTEZ-COOPER CAR SHOW
CASA staff joined the community for another
successful annual car show hosted by Chris Cooper
and Mundo Villapudua. As usual, there was great
music, wonderful food , and of course some
amazing cars. Thank you to everyone who stopped
by our tent to learn about the amazing work our
volunteers do. Scan the QR code or click here to
watch the reveal. 

CAUGHT RECAP
 

casaforkidsofet.org

Another successful East
Texas Giving Day has come
and gone, and we are so
grateful for Great Harvest's
continuous support. Ten
percent of all sales were
donated to CASA for Kids of
East Texas this past April,
and we received the blessing
of a $400 donation.
We are incredibly thankful
for businesses that choose
to invest in the well-being of
children in our community. 

GREAT HARVEST

CASA staff spent a day at
both Jersey Mikes Tyler
locations last month,
interacting with customers.
Staff thanked guests for
visiting Jersey Mikes and were
on hand to talk more about
CASA’s work with children.
Thank you to everyone who
dropped by for CASA Day and
thank yout o Jersey Mike’s for
this campaign!  

Each year, CASA hosts a networking competition in
our virtual “fish tank.” Teams dive in to fish for
donations, share information about child abuse and
even find a potential future volunteer advocate.
Participants enjoy refreshments, smack talk, and
fun competition. The reigning winners who once
again retained their “crown” was Southside Bank.
The Greater Tyler Association of Realtors worked
hard for second place! Scan to watch CASA’s staff
team’s video or click here.

JERSEY MIKES

https://youtube.com/shorts/51X085SSG9Y?si=VcoBr6JGTELvptYd
http://www.casaforkidsofet.org/
https://youtube.com/shorts/QnquXox6GVM?si=_AAXiNk6N2p244GB
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