
Title: Angels in the Outfield Year: 1994 Runtime: 1h 43m Credits: 1.75

Description:

Title: Second Best Year: 1994 Runtime: 1h 45m Credits: 1.75

Description:

Title: Losing Isaiah Year: 1995 Runtime: 1h 51m Credits: 2

Description:

Title: Secret & Lies Year: 1996 Runtime: 2h 22m Credits: 2.25

Description:

Title: Stuart Little Year: 1999 Runtime: 1h 24m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: The Guardian (TV Show) Year: 2001 Runtime: 3 Seasons Credits: .75/epi

Description:

Title: I am Sam Year: 2001 Runtime: 2h 12m Credits: 2.25

Description:

This thought-provoking drama tackles one of the most complex situations in foster care and adoption: The tension 

between birth parents' rights and the attachments formed in foster/adoptive homes. Through Isaiah's story, we 

see how substance abuse often leads to foster care placement, and the movie raises difficult questions about race 

and class in the foster care system. The film also explores a scenario many foster parents fear: What happens when 

birth parents who've recovered want their children back?  

This movie tenderly portrays one of the most difficult aspects of foster care — a child's hope for 

reunification with their birth parent. While living in a foster home, Roger makes a wish that he believes 

will bring his father back to him. Through his journey, the film sensitively shows how children in care 

often struggle with loyalty while forming new attachments. While the story has magical elements, it 

truthfully captures the emotional reality many kids in care face when learning that sometimes the best 

family isn't the one you were born into. 

Unlike many glossier foster care films, this quiet drama captures the day-to-day reality of fostering a traumatized 

child. When James decides to foster John, he encounters challenges many first-time foster parents face:  A child's 

fierce loyalty to absent birth parents, the impact of past abuse on current behavior, the sometimes painfully slow 

process of building trust. The film shows how foster parents selflessly set aside their expectations and egos. James 

learns that being "second best" in John's heart might be what the boy needs to heal. It's a masterclass in depicting 

the patient, persistent love often required in foster care relationships.  

After her adoptive mother dies, Hortense (Marianne Jean-Baptiste), a successful black eye doctor, seeks out her 

birth mother. She's shocked when her research leads her to a lower-class white woman, Cynthia (Brenda Blethyn). 

At first Cynthia denies the claim, but she eventually admits to birthing Hortense as a teenager, and the two begin 

to bond. However, when Cynthia invites Hortense to a family barbecue, Cynthia's already tense relationship with 

her family becomes even more complicated.

Beneath its charming exterior, this family film addresses key adoption themes through its creative premise. The 

Little family's choice to adopt Stuart (despite his obvious differences) reflects the open-hearted approach needed 

in transracial and special needs care. The movie tackles real adoption issues: Older sibling adjustment (George's 

initial resistance), extended family acceptance (or lack thereof), the fear of being replaced when birth families 

surface. It's particularly good at showing how adoptive families often face public scrutiny and questioning, 

represented through the reactions Stuart and his family receive from others. The film also emphasizes how 

successful adoptive families adapt to meet their new child's needs.  

Nick Fallin is a hotshot lawyer working at his father's Pittsburgh law firm. Unfortunately, the high life has gotten 

the best of Nick. Arrested for drug use, he's sentenced to do 1,500 hours of community service, he's now The 

Guardian - a part-time child advocate at Legal Aid Services, where one case after another is an eye-opening 

instance of kids caught up in difficult circumstances. 

"I Am Sam" is the compelling story of Sam Dawson (Sean Penn), a mentally-challenged father raising his daughter 

Lucy (Dakota Fanning) with the help of a unique group of friends. As Lucy turns seven and begins to intellectually 

surpass her father, their close bond is threatened when their unconventional living arrangement comes to the 

attention of a social worker who wants Lucy placed in foster care.



Title: White Oleander Year: 2002 Runtime: 1h 49m Credits: 2

Description:

Title: Unlocking the Heart of Adoption (Doc.) Year: 2002 Runtime: 56m Credits: 1

Description:

Title: Antwone Fisher Year: 2002 Runtime: 2h Credits: 2

Description:

Title: Christmas Child Year: 2004 Runtime: 1h 36m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: Gracie's Choice Year: 2004 Runtime: 1h 31m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: The Family Stone Year: 2005 Runtime: 1h 43m Credits: 1.75

Description:

Title: Ordinary Miracles Year: 2005 Runtime: 1h 39m Credits: 1.75

Description:

The 56-minute documentary Unlocking the Heart of Adoption bridges the gap between birth and adoptive families 

through diverse personal stories of adoptees, birthparents and adoptive parents in same race and transracial 

adoptions interwoven with the filmmaker’s story as a birthmother revealing the enormous complexities in their 

lives with fascinating historical background.

Few films capture the impact of multiple foster placements as powerfully as this movie. Astrid's journey through 

various foster homes shows how each positive and negative placement shapes a child's development and 

worldview. The movie unflinchingly depicts real challenges within the foster care system: placement instability, 

inappropriate relationships, the vulnerability of foster youth, and the way some children must become chameleons 

to survive. It also shows how children in care often carry the weight of their birth parents' choices while trying to 

form new attachments. Each foster home represents different ways the system can succeed or fail its youth, 

making it a powerful commentary on foster care despite its heavy themes.  

A teenage girl is faced with the responsibility of raising her three younger brothers when their drug-addicted 

mother is sent to jail.

The touching story of a sailor (Derek Luke) who, prone to violent outbursts, is sent to a naval psychiatrist (Denzel 

Washington) for help. Refusing at first to open up, the young man eventually breaks down and reveals a horrific 

childhood. Through the guidance of his new doctor, he confronts his painful past and begins a quest to find the 

family he never knew.

Judge Kay Woodbury (Jaclyn Smith), both recently divorced and estranged from her father, leads a lonely life. 

Something in her connects with Sally (Lyndsy Fonseca), a troubled teen girl brought to her courtroom. Sally has 

bounced through many foster homes, and, rather than send her to juvenile prison for minor crimes, Kay decides to 

bring the girl into her own home. Sally begins their new arrangement by lying and stealing from Kay, but over time 

the two learn to trust and respect each other.

Born on Christmas Eve, Jack Davenport is a journalist, living in Chicago. He has hit a low point in his life. When he is 

required to follow a story in Texas, he is forced to leave his wife and her family at home, over the holidays. Jack 

was adopted at birth but has no information about his birth parents. His only known relative, his adoptive father, 

died almost a year ago. When he goes into a safe deposit box, he finds what he believes to be a clue to his birth 

story. It is an old black-and-white photograph of a church in Clearwater, Texas. This story is another heart-felt 

journey of understanding one’s roots and reconnecting with one’s birth family. It can serve as a cautionary tale, 

and a reminder of the importance of open conversations about adoption. “Christmas Child” also offers an example 

of the benefits of open adoption. 

“The Family Stone” is a hit holiday movie that requires tissues at every viewing. Everett Stone – one of five adult 

children – brings his girlfriend, Meredith, home to meet the family for Christmas. Nervous and desperate to make a 

good first impression, Meredith fails to make a positive mark on the family. One night, around the family table, the 

uncomfortable vibe in the room comes to a head, when Meredith asks Everett’s brother, Thad, about his 

forthcoming adoption with boyfriend, Patrick. She asks whether they believe in “nature vs. nurture” in regard to 

raising a child in a gay household. Questioning herself, Meredith suggests theories that homosexuality may be 

influenced by one’s home environment. There are many important lessons within this scene. They support his 

same-sex relationship and are happy to see their child moving toward parenthood and toward the loving choice of 

adoption.  
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Title: Autumn's Eyes (Doc.) Year: 2006 Runtime: 1h Credits: 1

Description:

Title: Meet the Robinsons Year: 2007 Runtime: 1h 35m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: Martian Child Year: 2007 Runtime: 1h 50m Credits: 2

Description:

Title: Very Young Girls (Doc.) Year: 2007 Runtime: 1h 23m Credits: 1.25

Description:

Title: 
Sexy, inc. Our Children Under Influence 

(Doc.)
Year: 2007 Runtime: 35m Credits: 0.5

Description:

Title: 
Dear Zachary: A Letter to a Son about his 

Father (Doc.)
Year: 2008 Runtime: 1h 35m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: The Blind Side Year: 2009 Runtime: 2h 9m Credits: 2

Description:

In 2001, 28-year-old Dr. Andrew Bagby is found dead in a park in Pennsylvania. He had been shot by his ex-

girlfriend, who then fled to Canada, where she was able to walk free on bail, pregnant with Andrew's child. 

Andrew's enraged parents campaign to gain custody of the child and convict their son's killer. Filmmaker Kurt 

Kuenne pairs this story with home movies and interviews with those who knew Andrew, hoping to give his best 

friend's son an opportunity to discover who his dad was.

Few films capture the unique challenges of adopting an older child from foster care quite like this 

one. David, a recently widowed science fiction writer, adopts a young boy who's been in the system so 

long he's created an elaborate coping mechanism —believing he's from Mars. The movie 

beautifully demonstrates how trauma and neglect can affect the behavior of children in care and how 

adoptive parents need to create safe spaces for healing. Watch as David learns that traditional parenting 

methods don't always work with kids who've experienced trauma. This movie also emphasizes that 

successful adoptive parenting often means meeting children exactly where they are.   

This true story dives deep into the complexities of fostering an older teen — something many families 

hesitate to do. When Michael Oher enters the foster care system as a teenager, he faces challenges many 

older foster youth encounter: educational gaps, unstable housing, and a system that often gives up on teens 

too quickly. The Tuohy family's journey from temporary guardians to foster parents to 

adoptive family shows how permanent connections can form at any age.  

While wrapped in whimsical time-travel adventure, this animated film tackles serious themes about life in the 

foster system. Through Lewis's story, we see the impact of multiple failed adoptions. This impact includes the 

weight of rejection young children carry and the questions about birth parents that many children in care or 

adopted grapple with. The movie uniquely addresses a fear many children in care share: That their past trauma or 

differences might make them "unadoptable." What makes this film special is how it shows that sometimes the best 

foster and adoptive families aren't the ones we imagine for ourselves but the ones who love us for exactly who we 

are.  

Are children being pushed prematurely into adulthood? Sophie Bissonnette's documentary 'Sexy Inc. Our Children 

under Influence' analyzes the hypersexualization of our environment and its noxious effects on young people. 

Psychologists, teachers and school nurses criticize the unhealthy culture surrounding our children, where 

marketing and advertising are targeting younger and younger audiences and bombarding them with sexual and 

sexist images. These stereotypes treat girls of all ages as sexual objects, and exercise a damaging effect on their 

identities. Because they see degrading images of sexuality on the Internet, some children confuse sexual relations 

with pornography. 'Sexy Inc.' suggests various ways of countering hypersexualization and the eroticization of 

childhood and invites us to rally against this worrying phenomenon.

A compelling documentary about a 3-year-old girl who tries to navigate through the harsh reality of severe 

poverty, her teenage mother's incarceration and looming foster care.

The film takes us into the work of a former sexually exploited youth-turned-activist named Rachel Lloyd, who 

started the New York City organization GEMS (Girls Educational and Mentoring Services) to help victimized young 

women escape their pimps and find another way of life.



Title: Adopted: for the life of me (Doc.) Year: 2009 Runtime: 56m Credits: 1

Description:

Title: Maggie's Passage Year: 2009 Runtime: 1h 38m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: Lost Sparrow (Doc.) Year: 2009 Runtime: 1h 18m Credits: 1.25

Description:

Title: America Year: 2009 Runtime: 1h 29m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: Like Dandelion Dust Year: 2009 Runtime: 1h 40m Credits: 1.75

Description:

Title: Mother and Child Year: 2009 Runtime: 2h 5m Credits: 2

Description:

Title: Despicable Me Year: 2010 Runtime: 1h 35m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: Healing Neen (Doc.) Year: 2010 Runtime: 55m Credits: 1

Description:

On June 27, 1978, a 44-car freight train struck and killed two Crow Indian brothers near the quaint town of Little 

Falls, NY. The day before, Bobby, 13, and Tyler, 11, had disappeared. They had run away from the white, Baptist 

family that seven years earlier had adopted them out of a troubled home on the Crow reservation in Montana. 

Their new home, a vast 19th century Victorian castle, seemed idyllic. But the boys had discovered a dark secret. 

They were killed as they tried to return to the reservation to get help. In the documentary LOST SPARROW, 

filmmaker Chris Billing has embarked on a quest to find out what happened to his adoptive brothers, and to 

confront a painful family history.

Healing Neen follows the amazing recovery of Tonier 'Neen' Cain from a lifetime of abuse and drug addiction to a 

career as a nationally-known speaker and educator on the devastation of trauma and the hope of recovery. For 19 

nightmarish years, she lived on the streets, racking up 66 criminal convictions, until finally treatment for her 

trauma offered her a way out and up. Her story points to the consequences of untreated trauma to individuals and 

society at-large, including mental health problems, addiction, homelessness and incarceration.

A drama that explores the different meanings of being a parent through the gritty, realistic lives of the struggling, 

blue-collar Porters, and the privileged Campbell family. Their lives intersect, intertwine and collide, all for the love 

of a little boy.  

The lives of three women have a commonality: adoption. Karen (Annette Bening) is a physical therapist who 

regrets that, as a teenager, she gave up her daughter for adoption. Elizabeth (Naomi Watts) was an adopted child 

and is now a successful lawyer, but her personal life lacks warmth. Lucy (Kerry Washington) and her husband have 

failed to conceive and now hope to adopt a baby to make their family complete.

This true story dives deep into the complexities of fostering an older teen — something many families 

hesitate to do. When Michael Oher enters the foster care system as a teenager, he faces challenges many 

older foster youth encounter: educational gaps, unstable housing, and a system that often gives up on teens 

too quickly. The Tuohy family's journey from temporary guardians to foster parents to 

adoptive family shows how permanent connections can form at any age.  

Maggie sets out to find her birth mother, only to find an unloving women. With help from new friends, she must 

find her way back to her loving home. Parental Warning: Adult Situations, Mature Subjects 

While it takes a lighthearted approach, this animated film surprisingly tackles real issues faced in group home 

settings and adoption.  Margo, Edith, and Agnes represent different ways children cope with institutional care:  

Margo's protective older-sibling role (common in foster care), Edith's acting out as a defense mechanism, Agnes's 

unfettered optimism despite her circumstances. The girls' initial placement with Gru mirrors how many foster-to-

adopt situations begin — with parents who might not seem ideal on paper but who grow into the role. The movie 

also shows how siblings in foster care fight to stay together, a crucial issue in real-world foster care where keeping 

siblings united is often challenging but vital.

When adoptees seek their birth families we generally think of young people in their 20’s and 30’s. But what about 

adoptees who are over 50? What about an adoptee who's 92, seeking closure on her origins before she dies?

A biracial 17-year old boy named America, who has experienced a difficult life of foster care and sexual abuse, 

undergoes counseling to help him come to terms with his painful past of childhood trauma, including growing up 

with (and abandoned by) a crack-addicted mother and being shuffled through a series of foster homes. 



Title: 
Homeless: The Motel Kids of Orange 

County (Doc.)
Year: 2010 Runtime: 1h Credits: 1

Description:

Title: Trust: Second Acts in Young Lives (Doc.)Year: 2010 Runtime: 1h 18m Credits: 1.25

Description:

Title: Waiting for Superman (Doc.) Year: 2010 Runtime: 1h 51m Credits: 2

Description:

Title: Foster Year: 2011 Runtime: 1h 31m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: October Baby Year: 2011 Runtime: 1h 47m Credits: 1.75

Description:

Title: Buck (Doc.) Year: 2011 Runtime: 1h 28m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: Meant to Be Year: 2012 Runtime: 1h 30m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: Inocente (Doc.) Year: 2012 Runtime: 40m Credits: 0.75

Description:

After years of trying to conceive a baby on their own, Zooey and Alec begin to explore adoption. They are 

longing to grow their family and know that they could offer a child a good home filled with all the love 

he/she needs. When they visit a foster care home, they notice a little boy dressed up in a suit. Days later, 

he miraculously shows up at their doorstep. They decide to foster him, and quickly begin a miraculous 

journey that showcases the joys and experiences of a family life. This adoption storyline speaks to 

the struggle of infertility that many families experience each year. It also highlights the benefits 

of adoption, when there are so many incredible children that are in need of loving homes.  

TRUST is about creativity and the unexpected resources inside people you might discount because they are poor, 

young or of color. APTP is a neighborhood theater project dedicated to helping young people reimagine their 

experiences on stage. Marlin’s is one of incredible struggle and pain, from enduring rape as young girl, to the 

difficult journey of immigrating to the U.S., to further abuse at the hands of her own brother, and finally to 

emancipation and overcoming substance addiction.

A documentary that explores the world of children who reside in discounted motels within walking distance of 

Disneyland, living in limbo as their families struggle to survive in one of the wealthiest regions of America. The 

parents of motel kids are often hard workers who don't earn enough to own or rent homes. As a result, they 

continue to live week-to-week in motels, hoping against hope for an opportunity that might allow them to move 

up in the O.C.

Hannah was about to make her theatrical debut in college. Yet before she can utter her first lines, Hannah 

collapses in front of the stunned crowd. After countless medical tests, all signs point to one underlying factor: 

Hannah's difficult birth. She then learns from her parents: she was actually adopted… after a failed abortion 

attempt. Lost and confused, Hannah embarks on a road trip to discover the details of her birth. 

The film follows a young man, Nathan, who, after losing his career and girlfriend, searches for his 

birth mother to find his purpose. Along the way, he encounters a pregnant teenager 

contemplating an abortion and uncovers a family secret that shifts his understanding of his own 

In this documentary, director Cindy Meehl gets to know the real-life Buck as she reveals his fascinating story about 

how an abusive childhood helped teach him the compassion and insight needed to train horses, not with 

punishment but by treating them the way he would treat humans -- with respect.

A personal and vibrant coming of age story about a young artist's determination never to surrender to the 

bleakness of her surroundings. At 15, Inocente refuses to let her dream of becoming an artist be caged by being an 

undocumented immigrant forced to live homeless for the last nine years. Color is her personal revolution and its 

sweep on her canvases creates a world that looks nothing like her own dark past. 'Inocente' is both a timeless story 

about the transformative power of art and a timely snapshot of the new face of homelessness in America: children. 

The challenges are staggering, but the hope in her story proves that the hand she has been dealt does not define 

her, her dreams do.

Explores the argument that the American public education system is failing our nation's children and explores the 

roles that charter schools and education reformers could play in offering hope for the future. 
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Title: Any Day Now Year: 2012 Runtime: 1h 40m Credits: 1.75

Description:

Title: Closure (Doc.) Year: 2013 Runtime: 1h 16m Credits: 1.25

Description:

Title: The Hungry Heart (Doc.) Year: 2013 Runtime: 1h 24m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: Short Term 12 Year: 2013 Runtime: 1h 36m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: Kind Hearted Woman (Doc.) Year: 2013 Runtime: Part 1-1h 56m Credits: 2

Runtime: Part 2-2h 56m Credits: 3

Description:

Title: Camp Year: 2013 Runtime: 1h 51m Credits: 2

Description:

Title: Gimme Shelter Year: 2013 Runtime: 2h Credits: 2

Description:

Title: Anything is Possible Year: 2013 Runtime: 1h 33m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: The Fosters (TV Show) Year: 2013-18 Runtime: 45m/epi. Credits: .75/epi.

Description:

A young boy named Nathan becomes separated from his mother, when she goes missing during a tsunami rescue 

mission in Japan. Back home in Detroit, Child Care Services threatens to take Nathan when they learn that his dad 

isn’t his biological father. Nathan runs away, but through the help and support of the strangers he meets along the 

way, he discovers his musical gift, a sense of belonging, and his true purpose. 

While this is a series rather than a movie, it's revolutionized how foster care is portrayed in the media by showing 

the daily realities foster families face. Through the Adams Foster family, viewers see accurate depictions of foster 

parent licensing, the impact of trauma on behavior, the complexity of sibling group placement, and the challenges 

of fostering LGBTQ+ youth — all topics rarely addressed in other media. The show doesn't shy away from difficult 

subjects like failed reunifications, aging out of the system, and the mixed emotions children in care feel towards 

both biological and foster families. It's particularly strong in showing how foster families navigate relationships with 

birth families and the child welfare system.

A documentary about a trans-racial adoptee who finds her birth mother and meets the rest of a family who didn't 

know she existed, including her birth father. A story about identity, the complexities of trans-racial adoption, and 

most importantly, CLOSURE. Angela, an African-American, was raised by a Caucasian couple in a large, multiracial 

family in Washington State. She was adopted at the age of one from foster care in the state of Tennessee, under 

the terms of a closed adoption. As Angela grew older it became apparent that the unanswered questions about 

her birth story would continue to haunt her.

The Hungry Heart provides an intimate look at the oftenhidden world of prescription drug addiction through the 

world of Vermont Pediatrician Fred Holmes who works with patients struggling with this disease.

In a special two-part series, acclaimed filmmaker David Sutherland (The Farmer’s Wife, Country Boys) creates an 

unforgettable portrait of Robin Charboneau, a 32-year-old divorced single mother and Oglala Sioux woman living 

on North Dakota’s Spirit Lake Reservation. Sutherland follows Robin over three years as she struggles to raise her 

two children, further her education, and heal herself from the wounds of sexual abuse she suffered as a child.

Pregnant teenager Apple runs from her abusive mother and attempts to find her father. After a horrific encounter 

with a pimp, Apple ends up in hospital and is sent to a shelter for pregnant teens that offers hope and redemption 

for its guests.

In the late 1970s, a gay couple take in a mentally impaired teenager who had been abandoned, but the three have 

to fight a biased legal system to stay together once authorities learn of the unconventional group.

A 20-something supervising staff member of a residential treatment facility navigates the troubled waters of that 

world alongside her co-worker and longtime boyfriend. 

An investment adviser gets more than he bargained for when he spends a week as a counselor at a camp for 

troubled kids and bonds with an abused boy.



Title: Annie Year: 2014 Runtime: 2h 7m Credits: 2

Description:

Title: Know How Year: 2015 Runtime: 1h 46m Credits: 1.75

Description:

Title: God's Compass Year: 2016 Runtime: 1h 39m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: Manchester by the Sea Year: 2016 Runtime: 2h 17m Credits: 2.25

Description:

Title: Lion Year: 2016 Runtime: 1h 57m Credits: 2

Description:

Title: All Rise: For the Good of the Children Year: 2018 Runtime: 1h 15m Credits: 1.25

Description:

Title: The Ride Year: 2018 Runtime: 1h 38m Credits: 1.75

This powerful true story explores the complex emotions of international adoption and the unique identity 

questions faced by transracial adoptees. Saroo's journey highlights how many adoptees (especially those adopted 

across cultures) struggle with dual identities and the pull of two families.  The film masterfully portrays aspects of 

adoption rarely discussed in mainstream media: The grief adoptive parents feel for the loss of their child, the 

complexity of searching for birth families, adoption isn't just a single event but a lifelong journey of identity 

formation. Through young Saroo's immediate experience in the care system and adult Saroo's search, we see how 

early trauma and separation impact children long after adoption. Dev Patel and Nicole Kidman bring nuance to 

these layered themes of belonging, identity, and family bonds.  

This raw drama explores a less-discussed aspect of foster care — kinship care and guardianship following a family 

tragedy.  Through Lee's unexpected role as his nephew Patrick's guardian, the film shows how family members 

often step in to prevent children from entering the foster system. It honestly portrays the challenges many kinship 

caregivers face: Being unprepared for parenthood, navigating grief alongside the child, Dealing with their trauma 

while trying to provide stability. The movie also highlights how the best placement for a child isn't always with the 

most obviously qualified caregiver but with the person who shares their history and understanding of loss.  

Foster care takes center stage in this modern retelling, offering an updated look at the foster system's 

challenges. Unlike the Depression-era original, this version tackles contemporary issues children in care face:  Aging 

out of the system, navigating between foster homes, dealing with foster parents who are in it for the wrong 

reasons (like Miss Hannigan's foster care payments). Through Annie's story, we see how children in care often 

maintain hope for reconnection with birth parents while simultaneously forming new bonds —  a common 

emotional struggle in foster care. The film also explores a relevant theme — how social media can affect children in 

care.  

While this is a series rather than a movie, it's revolutionized how foster care is portrayed in the media by showing 

the daily realities foster families face. Through the Adams Foster family, viewers see accurate depictions of foster 

parent licensing, the impact of trauma on behavior, the complexity of sibling group placement, and the challenges 

of fostering LGBTQ+ youth — all topics rarely addressed in other media. The show doesn't shy away from difficult 

subjects like failed reunifications, aging out of the system, and the mixed emotions children in care feel towards 

both biological and foster families. It's particularly strong in showing how foster families navigate relationships with 

birth families and the child welfare system.

On the night Suzanne Waters celebrates her retirement, she is faced with a series of crises that she could not have 

imagined. Trusting God’s direction, her “North” becomes clear as she takes in a delinquent teenager, Eli, who has 

been running from foster care and the law to take care of his sister. 

A film about finding hope, written and acted by a group of New York City foster care teenagers from the stories of 

their lives and directed by first-time director Juan Carlos Pineiro Escoriaza. 'Know How' reveals the dynamic 

journeys of 5 teenagers confronting the realities of life in and around the NYC foster care system. Using a multi-

protagonist structure with songs and music, the narrative film weaves a powerful, eye-opening tale of loss, 

devastation, struggle, and redemption as each character must learn, must know how, to survive. 'Know How' 

shines a spotlight on the unseen national crisis that is foster care through the authentic voice and real-life view of 

those living inside it.

ALL RISE: For the Good of the Children takes you inside the courtroom of an unconventional judge in East Texas 

who takes a trust-based, trauma-informed approach to healing broken families in the child welfare system. Two 

families share how their lives were transformed through the support and intervention offered by Judge Carole 

Clark and her team of lawyers, mental health experts and child advocates. 



Description:

Title: Instant Family Year: 2018 Runtime: 1h 59m Credits: 2

Description:

Title: The Day I Picked My Parents (Doc.) Year: 2019 Runtime: 5 episodes Credits: .75/epi.

Description:

Title: They Have Names (Doc.) Year: 2019 Runtime: 1h 15m Credits: 1.25

Description:

Title: The Christmas House  Year: 2020 Runtime: 1h 24m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: Found Year: 2021 Runtime: 1h 51m Credits: 2

Description:

Title: Maid (TV Show) Year: 2021 Runtime: 10 episodes Credits: 1/epi

Description:

Title: Chosen by Love Year: 2021 Runtime: 1h 23m Credits: 1.25

Description:

Title: Lifemark Year: 2022 Runtime: 1h 45m Credits: 1.75

Description:

This movie offers a refreshingly honest peek behind the curtain at modern foster-to-adopt journeys. When 

Pete and Ellie decide to become foster parents, they quickly learn that the system isn't just about cute 

babies. It's about real kids with real histories, including the three siblings they welcome into their home.  

Based on a true story, this heartwarming comedy nails the details that foster parents will recognize:  The 

overwhelming first days, the mandatory classes, the complex relationships with biological parents, and the 

emotional rollercoaster of loving kids who may not stay forever .

David’s comfortable world is turned upside down when his birthmother unexpectedly reaches out to him, longing 

to meet the 18-year-old son she’s only held once. With the encouragement of his adoptive parents, David embarks 

on a journey of discovery that leads to a staggering truth from his past. This title is available for a limited time only. 

Check our most current library of titles by signing into Great American Pure Flix. 

A deputy sheriff sets out to rescue an orphaned boy raised up in the mountains away from the modern world and 

ends up trying to save him from a greedy oil company and a dangerous past. What he learns about himself and 

what others around him discover about themselves brings new meaning to the phrase "testing your faith" (James 

1:2-4)

Working through some difficult decisions, the Mitchells – Phylis and Bill – summon their two 

adult sons home for the holidays. One of the sons, Brandon, makes the trip over with his husband, Jake. 

The pair are anxiously awaiting a call about the adoption of their first child. Phylis and Bill enlist the help 

of their kids in creating the Christmas house – a longstanding tradition – one final time. Brandon and Jake 

are keeping their planned adoption a secret. They do not want to get their family’s hopes up in case the 

adoption falls through. This is a common concern among hopeful adoptive parents.

After fleeing an abusive relationship, a young mother finds a job cleaning houses as she fights to provide for her 

child and build them a better future.

A multi-plot film centered on adoption and foster care, Chosen follows 6 different families as they each discover an 

intertwined journey of healing, unity, and new beginnings. 

There are some 15,000 children in Arizona's foster care system, but who are they? "They Have Names" follows five 

people and their families over a year as they navigate Arizona's child welfare system. Why do kids end up in the 

system? How are their cases managed? What happens when the kids grow up? These five individuals pose tough 

questions, and find the answers aren't always satisfying.

The inspiring story of a BMX champion who overcame an abusive childhood through the love and life lessons of his 

interracial foster family.

The Day I Picked My Parents follows ten foster children who are part of a revolutionary program operated by the 

nonprofit organization Kidsave in California, as they search to find their forever home. For the first time in their 

lives, they will have input into their own destiny as they decide where they want to live and who will be their 

family.
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Title: Legacy Peak Year: 2022 Runtime: 1h 35m Credits: 1.5

Description:

Title: Eleanor's Bench (TV Show) Year: 2023 Runtime: 1 Season Credits: .5/epi.

Description:

Eleanor Thompson lost her faith after years of witnessing gang violence in her inner-city neighborhood. Now as a 

high-profile judge, her mission is to make a difference by saving at-risk youth from getting stuck in a cycle of 

injustice. Will her renewed sense of purpose reinvigorate her faith? In "Eleanor's Bench," Eleanor pursues being 

qualified to foster Drayvon, a young boy from her inner-city neighborhood who's mother is incarcerated. As she 

takes classes to learn about the foster care system, it becomes more apparent how demanding fostering a child 

can be. Eleanor believes she has a duty to Drayvon to make sure he has a stable and safe home for his protection. 

Jason is on an adventure to win the hearts of Noelle’s kids before they marry. The plan for them to fly to her 

parent’s cabin days before she wraps up work quickly falls apart and the adventure turns to a struggle to survive 

before this new family can start a life together.During their adventure, we learn more about Jason's background 

and his childhood that shows us there's more to him than meets the eye. Jason explains that the time he spent in 

foster care homes and in the foster care system helped shaped him to be the man he is today. If it wasn't for the 

male role models he was able to encounter during that time, he wouldn't know what it means to be loved by God 

and be a child of God. 


